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AP Editorial
BY LORD POWELL OF BAYSWATER

To an extent transatlantic rela-
tions have been on hold in recent 
months awaiting the outcome of 
the US mid-term elections. The 
newly elected Congress seems 
likely to more closely match Eu-
ropean views on some of the most 
contentious issues, notably Iraq. 
But Europe can draw no great 
comfort from prolonged lack of 
agreement in Washington over American foreign policy, 
a dissension that has weakened the US  ̓role in the world 
and has spread confusion about its intentions. 

The Middle East remains the main subject of transat-
lantic differences. Skepticism in Europe about the pros-
pect of President Bushʼs “surge” policy succeeding is 
at least as great as it is in the minds and opinions of 
many Americans. There is disappointment in Europe at 
the US  ̓failure to galvanize new Israel-Palestine nego-
tiations, a subject that did not even get a mention in 
President Bushʼs State of the Union address. This dis-
appointment is matched on the US side by frustration at 
Europeʼs failure to play a significant part in dragooning 
Iraqʼs political factions into the compromises needed 
to avoid civil war. The next transatlantic fault line will 
likely surface as both sides grapple with the concept of 
whether force should or should not be used to set back 
Iranʼs nuclear programme. 

Yet difficult and contentious as these problems are, the 
stridency and recrimination that characterized transatlan-
tic discussions a few years back is happily absent. There 
is largely a shared effort in Afghanistan and Lebanon. 
Even on Iran both sides realize the huge advantages of 
sticking together, in spite of all the tensions and differ-
ences. Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei s̓ 
recent remarks should strengthen both sides  ̓resolve and 
foster a culture for strengthening relations and coming 
up with good collective solutions.

Two other developments show Europe and the US draw-
ing closer. One is the hope Davos awakened for revived 
Doha Round Trade Talks. The other is the evolving 
American view—driven as much by individual states 

as by the Federal Government—on tackling global cli-
mate change. While no one seriously expects the US to 
sign up to Kyoto, or even Son-of-Kyoto, there is no lon-
ger the same adamant refusal to face up to the existence 
of a serious problem.

The most heartening development of all has been Ger-
man Chancellor Merkel s̓ use of Germany s̓ Presidency 
of the European Union to mount a new initiative to elim-
inate barriers to business across the Atlantic and create a 
common transatlantic market. This stems from her strong 
personal conviction that, in a period when the very foun-
dations of transatlantic relations have been challenged, 
Europe needs to show that it doesnʼt focus only on its 
internal issues like the Constitution; but is capable of 
constructive proposals to strengthen what is strategically 
and politically its central partnership. Add to this the pos-
sibility that the French elections this Spring may provide 
a strategic window of opportunity to slay old theological 
dragons that portray the US as Anti-France and work to 
build stronger Franco-US relations.

Plenty of potential icebergs still lurk ahead. The Balkans, 
in particular Kosovo s̓ final status, remains to be seen. 
The experiences of the 1990s in the Balkans created a 
legacy of US and European uncertainty of the other s̓ re-
liability. We must avoid these postures this time round.

Yet with all the transatlantic relationship has been through, 
time heals many wounds. The poison from the Iraq 2003 
experience has largely faded, and transatlantic service as 
usual is resuming. The underlying reality is that for all the 
changes the world is witnessing, globalization to global 
warming, the rise of new superpowers with great wealth 
but great challenges, ever-changing and ever-present se-
curity threats and the diversification of both American 
and European interests, Europe and North America each 
remain - in Madeleine Albright s̓ words - the “strategic 
base” for the other and the best way to leverage influence 
over the rest of the world. So long as we hold to that core 
belief, the relationship should be safe.
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Atlantic Partnership has the mission to raise awareness of  the continuing political, economic and strategic importance 
of  the transatlantic relationship among decision makers and citizens on both sides of  the Atlantic and from across 
the political spectrum.  Through our events, our extensive network of  decision takers and opinion formers, and their 
contributions in the form of  discussions, speeches and articles, we seek to build on existing links and commitments 
with the goal of  enhancing the transatlantic alliance for future generations. More information is available at www.
atlanticpartnership.org.

Atlantic Partnership (AP) welcomes Anne Gantén as the new Executive Director 
of  its Washington office effective October 1, 2006. She replaces Sophie Simo-
nard-Norman.

Ms. Gantén joins AP from the Lockheed Martin Corporation where she sup-
ported the activities of  the International and Domestic Business Development 
units. A security and defense policy expert, she formerly ran the Security and De-
fence Agenda, a Brussels-based think tank with the goal of  bringing the European 
Union and NATO together to discuss transatlantic relations and anti-terrorism; 
European capabilities; and research and development. Ms. Gantén also has exten-
sive experience helping US companies navigate European waters as well as dealing 
with public affairs and crafting press campaigns for a number of  blue chip Fortune 
500 companies.

New at Atlantic Partnership

We are delighted to announce the following new panelists:

v  Ulf  Gartzke, Director of  the Hanns-Seidel Foundation in Washington
v Julianne Smith, Director and Senior Fellow at the CSIS Europe Program
v Dr. Sophie Meunier, Research Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University

For more information on our people and panelists, visit www.atlanticpartnership.org, where full biographies are posted.
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Atlantic Partnership Events
eEvents 2006

In New York
v Young Leaders Breakfast with HE Sir Emyr Jones Parry, UK Ambassador to the UN 
v Breakfast with Sir Jeremy Greenstock, former British Ambassador to the UN
v Breakfast with the Rt. Hon Michael Howard, UK Leader of  HM Opposition
v Breakfast with Senator Tom Daschle, Distinguished Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress
v Breakfast with Paul Volker, former Chairman of  the Federal Reserve

In London
v Breakfast with General Colin Powell, former US Secretary of  State
v Breakfast with M. Jean-Claude Trichet, President of  the European Central Bank
v Breakfast with Ambassador Robert Tuttle, US Ambassador to the UK
v Breakfast with Lord Goldsmith, Attorney General of  the UK
v Breakfast with Robert Zoellick, former Deputy Secretary of  State, in London
v Breakfast with General David Richards, the British Commander of  the NATO troops in Afghanistan
v Breakfast with David Cameron, Leader of  the Conservative Party 
v Elite defense group discussion  

In Berlin
v Breakfast with the Rt. Hon Michael Howard and Otto Schilly, MdB,
 former Federal Minister of  the Interior of  Germany

In Washington
v Breakfast with the Rt. Hon Jack Straw, Leader of  the House of  Commons and 
 former British Foreign Secretary

eForthcoming Events 2007

2007 promises to be an exciting year for transatlantic relations with increasing prominence being put on oil and the 
environment, security issues in the Middle East, the accession of  Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union and 
the Germany holding both EU and the G8 Presidencies.  AP events offer candid, off-the record dialogues on issues 
impacting the transatlantic relationship.

The following events have taken place or are planned for 2007:
v The Hon. Alexander Downer, MP, Australian Foreign Minister   February 8 in London
v UK Air Chief  Marshal Sir Jock Stirrup, Chief  of  the UK Defence Staff   February 23 in London
v General James L. Jones, former Supreme Allied Commander of  NATO February 28 in Washington, D.C.
v High-level French Election Roundtable     March 27 in Washington, D.C.
v Sir Menzies Campbell, Head of  Liberal Democrats     March 27 in London
v Bob Rubin, former US Secretary of  the Treasury     April 16 in New York

Further events will be announced as they are confirmed.
For more information, please contact events@atlanticpartnership.org.
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Atlantic Partnership Opinion
We include in this section a variety of  extracts of  speeches and articles given by our Atlantic Partnership panel, chair-
men and patrons over the last few months.  If  you wish to consult more articles, Atlantic Partnership’s website www.
atlanticpartnership.org contains links to articles written by our panelists, chairmen, patrons and supporters.  It also 
contains copies of  past newsletters, as well as relevant articles and speeches on the subject of  transatlantic relations.

contents

Security and Defense            5
“NATO Head Criticizes Poor Cooperation with EU” by The Associated Press
“Why We Need A New Transatlantic Ostpolitik” by Ronald D. Asmus

US-European Relations
“Recasting the Euro-Atlantic Partnership” by Simon Serfaty       6
“We Who Are About to Supplant You Salute You” by Dominique Moisi

German Dual Presidency           7
Comprehensive Report by Quentin Peel & Bertrand Benoit in Berlin
“Merkel Starts Trip to Mideast” by Judy Dempsey

Energy and Environment           8
“The Green Alliance” by Senator Tom Daschle
“A Great Bubbling” by Daniel Yergin

Iraq              9
“Getting the Middle East Back on Our Side” by Brent Scowcroft
“If  Bush Can’t Control Iraq, the UN Must Do It” by Niall Ferguson

The Middle East            10
“News Analysis: Chirac Says What Many Have Been Thinking” by Elaine Sciolino
“More NATO, More” by Karl F. Inderfurth & Bruce Riedel

Market and Economy            11
“Opening Transatlantic Markets” by Daniel Hamilton
“The EU as a Conflicted Trade Power” by Sophie Meunier

Domestic Politics and Foreign Affairs          12
“Fraternité?” by Ulf  Gartzke
“What Kind of  Foreign Policy Under ‘Prime Minister Gordon Brown?’” by Jamie Rubin

Atlantic Partnership (AP) is a non-partisan project that exists to alert people to the changes facing the partner-
ship between Europe and North America, and the need to work to sustain it.  For the benefit of  our supports, we 
circulate relevant articles on topics related to the transatlantic relationship.  Not all the articles reflect the views 
of  AP.  They are included for the benefit of  maintaining an informed debate.
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Security and Defense

The European Union and NATO would not be able 
to deal jointly and effectively with a world crisis, 
NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 
warned his audience at a conference of EU officials 
in Berlin. Hosted by the German Foreign Ministry, 
the European defense policies conference was cov-
ered in Deutsche Welle on January 30, 2007. 

De Hoop Scheffer said that fear of too much US in-
fluence was keeping the EU and NATO apart, but that 
both organizations need to link up to face the worldʼs 
trouble spots. During an interview with Germanyʼs 
n-tv news channel, the 
NATO leader admitted 
that there is room for 
improvement at his own 
organization, noting, in 
particular, that, “NATO 
can create an environ-
ment where reconstruc-
tion is possible, but it 
cannot completely an-
swer all Afghanistanʼs 
open questions.”  

“The EU is the worldʼs 
most powerful civilian 
body and NATO the 
most powerful military 
alliance, yet there is much doubling of effort and a 
lack of cooperation between them,” de Hoop Scheffer 
said at the conference. According to de Hoop Schef-
fer, with greater cooperation, there is much potential 
to be tapped. 

FULL ARTICLE

NATO Head Criticizes Poor Coopera-
tion with EU

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Russia is back, not as the demo-
cratic partner we had hoped for, 
but as an increasingly authoritar-
ian actor eager to advance its own 
values and interests abroad. AP 
panelist Ronald D. Asmus calls for 
a new transatlantic Eastern Policy 
in Die Zeit on February 1, 2007.

While America and Europe have different policy impuls-
es, this is a perfect time to open up debate, with leadership 
changes coming up in Paris, London and Washington. As 

the Middle East border-
ing both Europe and Rus-
sia becomes increasingly 
unstable, the West needs 
Russian help again. While 
we profit from coopera-
tion in trade and coun-
ter-terrorism, Russia s̓ il-
liberal domestic policies 
conflict with Western 
geopolitical goals at its 
borders, from the Bal-
kans to Afghanistan. We 
need a new framework, 
Asmus argues, that al-
lows us to recognize and 
manage both the areas in 

which we cooperate and those in which we compete. He 
suggests how energy consumption from Russia—an is-
sue that drives both cooperation and competition—can be 
handled more strategically. Equally important, as enlarge-
ment brings the EU and NATO further East, it is crucial 
to work for democracy on Europe s̓ new periphery. Ger-
many is making a new Ostpolitik a priority for the new EU 
presidency and moving towards closer cooperation with 
the US. Asmus urges us to debate what this new policy 
will look like.

FULL ARTICLE

Why We Need A New
Transatlantic Ostpolitik

BY RONALD D. ASMUS
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US-European Relations

Recasting the Euro-Atlantic Partnership

While Europeans have taken a 
critical eye to the United States, 
China and India, Asiaʼs two 
great giants, still hold fairly high 
opinions of the US. AP Panelist 
Dominique Moisi assesses the 
American image abroad in the 
Financial Times on January 14, 
2007.

Moisi explains that just as the United States replaced 
Europe at the helm of the international system af-

ter the two great wars, 
Asian is now poised to 
replace North America. 
Asians are convinced 
that the 21st will be 
an Asian century.  Yet, 
they continue to see the 
United States as a role 
model for progress in 

the world. While Americaʼs recent violations of its 
own humanist and liberal values have disturbed sen-
sibilities in Western Europe; the Chinese instead saw 
these violations as a way to finally move out from 
under the US  ̓human rightsʼmicroscope. 

In other words, Moisi says, the less “Western” one 
is, the more positive one can continue to be towards 
the US, at least as long as one feels successful. Moisi 
does not feel that this gap in opinion towards the US 
will change with a simple power shift in Washington. 
Moisi urges Europe to return to a culture of success 
and to have greater confidence in itself.  Only if this 
happens, would Europe finally be able to see the US 
in a more positive light. 

FULL ARTICLE

We Who Are About to Supplant You 
Salute You
BY DOMINIQUE MOISI
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BY SIMON SERFATY

In order to meet the challenges of 
the 21st century, the Euro-Atlantic 
community will need structural re-
form and focused efforts from its 
members, say AP panelist Simon 
Serfaty and Franklin D. Kramer in 
The Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies on February 1, 
2007.

Though the EU now gives the US one telephone number 
to call, it is made up of sovereign member states with dif-
ferent positions on global issues. This paper lays out the 
reforms Europeans and 
Americans need to take in 
order to focus the Euro-
Atlantic community and 
to work together effec-
tively towards common 
goals. Structural reform 
is key: though the EU and 
NATO share 21 members 
and, they are beset by self-imposed limitations and find 
it painfully difficult to cooperate. A council including all 
EU and NATO members would be able to, with all parties 
present, decide on a military action, determine how best to 
take it, and approve the organization to do so. 

More importantly, the post-Cold War Euro-Atlantic com-
munity s̓ combined focus must move past traditional se-
curity questions to face the more difficult and complex 
issues raised by failing states, radical militant Islam, en-
ergy security, and structural global competition. The EU, 
NATO, and the US too often fail, because maintaining rig-
id distinctions between security, political, and economic 
aspects of the global challenges we face acts as a barrier 
to achieving successful outcomes. Serfaty outlines a com-
prehensive agenda for the United States and Europe to 
achieve success across these many new and multifaceted 
21st century challenges.

FULL ARTICLE
Winter 2007

“the Euro-Atlantic community’s 
focus must move past tradition-
al security questions to face the 
more difficult and complex is-
sues raised in the 21st century.”
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The German Dual Presidency

Comprehensive Report

With Germany aiming to revitalize the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process, Judy Dempsey covers German 
Chancellor Angela Merkelʼs trip to the Middle East in 
the International Herald Tribune on February 2, 2007. 
Dempsey writes that Merkel is seeking support from 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia in reviving the Quartet—com-
prised of the United States, the European Union, the 
United Nations and Russia—to pursue a common ap-
proach to continuing unrest in the area. As Germany 
has the rare privilege of simultaneously holding both 
the EU and G8 presidencies, Germanyʼs Chancellor 
has made the Quartet a priority.

Egypt, the first stop on 
Merkelʼs mission to revive 
the peace process, supports 
the Quartet. However, Pres-
ident Mubarak has told Ger-
man officials that providing 
weapons and training to the 
Palestinian security forces 
is no substitute for engag-
ing in political negotiations. 
Merkelʼs next stop, Saudi 
Arabia, is anxious over the 
escalating violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians and 

Iranʼs growing influence in the Middle East. “The sta-
bilization of Lebanon is crucial for Saudi Arabia, but 
also other countries in the region,” commented an un-
named German official. For the process to truly be a 
success, Dempsey writes that Merkel is prudent to re-
mind that much still depends on US support.

FULL ARTICLE

Merkel Starts Trip to Mideast

BY JUDY DEMPSEY
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BY QUENTIN PEEL
& BERTRAND BENOIT

German chancellor Angela Merkel faces daunting ex-
pectations; write Bertrand Benoit and Quentin Peel 
in the Financial Times on January 3, 2007. Not only 
is she chairing the EU and G8, with Britain, France 
and US leadership on the way out, she is also one 
of few established Western leaders not preparing for 
political retirement.

Yet, Merkel appears confident as she lays out a broad 
international agenda. A top priority is to bring Eu-
rope and the US closer together again, primarily 
economically in a transatlantic market. Next on the 
list is a firmer policy with 
Russia and a new EU-Rus-
sia partnership agreement. 
Though Merkel recognizes 
the importance of Russia 
in supplying energy to the 
EU, she is openly critical 
of President Putinʼs illib-
eral policies, such as the 
Kremlinʼs domination of 
the media.

Within the EU, Merkel is 
determined to rescue the con-
stitutional treaty from deadlock, and argues that institu-
tional reform and further integration is necessary after 
the enlargement. Yet even Berlin will clash with the Eu-
ropean Commission on some liberalization initiatives, 
such as Energy Security strategy and telecommunica-
tions. Some have criticized Merkel as indecisive, but 
the next year will test just how tough she is.

FULL ARTICLE
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Energy and Environment

Senator Tom Daschle discussed 
the importance of the transat-
lantic alliance in facing global 
energy challenges at an Atlantic 
Partnership Breakfast on Decem-
ber 2006.

In his remarks, Senator Daschle discussed a number of 
topics.  Of note, he drew attention to the European po-
litical climate, and urged his audience to contemplate how 
energy and environmental issues have become so essential 
that some conservatives are trying to out-green liberals. 
This shift in environmental politics is finally making their 
way across the Atlantic, shaping up to become a central 
issue in the 2008 election.

The environmental and energy challenges are global 
in scope, possibly greater than anything the transatlan-
tic alliance has faced. For this reason, Daschle believes 

that low-carbon energy policy and development must 
become the new mission for the U.S.-Europe alliance 
before it is too late. Citing many progressive energy so-
lutions found in Europe, including incentives for wind, 
solar and geothermal energy production, Daschle hopes 
that such policy will travel across the Atlantic. He pro-
fesses, “America must be willing to learn from Europe 
and use similar tactics to increase energy efficiency.”

On the other hand, as the US gets greener, Europe must 
think more strategically in confronting the energy chal-
lenge. Today Europeans are as dependent on Russian 
natural gas as Americans are on Middle Eastern oil, and 
the price keeps rising. Daschle has several recommenda-
tions for Europe, including advances in carbon capture 
and strengthening the EU s̓ relationship with Turkey. The 
environmental challenge today is becoming as threaten-
ing as any challenge our countries have faced in the past. 
Daschle urges us to reinvigorate the transatlantic alliance 
and confront it together.

FULL ARTICLE

BY SEN. TOM DASCHLE

“The world will never be quite 
the same,” writes Friends of 
AP Secretary Daniel Yergin in 
Newsweek on December 18, 
2006.

High oil prices are not only 
transforming the political and economic landscapes but 
they could also change energy itself, driving a period 
of high-tech innovation rivaling the Internet boom. Po-
litical shifts are occurring across the world; we have 
witnessed Russia propel itself back into the global spot-
light on oil and gas. Today much more of the Middle 
Eastʼs trade surplus is being invested in regional devel-
opment and fueling a political assertiveness in coun-

tries such as Iran. And what do high prices mean for the 
economy and for the future of world energy? There are 
many clear risks, such as rising inflation and slowing of 
the U.S. economy, which hurts the purchasing power of 
the consumers who drive the world economy.

Yet the most lasting effect of the shift in the energy 
market may be the technological innovation across the 
entire energy gamut, from supply to efficiency to man-
aging demand. Also, while government and businesses 
are increasing their investment in energy R&D, they 
are now joined by venture capitalists: “the people who 
brought you Silicon Valley are also stepping into en-
ergy.” This unprecedented activity in new energy tech-
nologies is sure to bring exciting results.

FULL ARTICLE

A Great Bubbling

BY DANIEL YERGIN
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Iraq

Atlantic Partnership Trustee 
Brent Scowcroft weighs in on 
Iraq in the New York Times on 
January 4, 2007. While he ap-
plauds the Iraq Study Group 
report on clearly outlining the 
difficulty of the situation in 
Iraq, Scowcroft cautions to 
consider consequences of withdrawing before Iraq 
can govern and defend itself: “what is at stake is not 
only Iraq and the stability of the Middle East, but 
the global perception of the reliability of the Unit-
ed States as a partner in a deeply troubled world.”

Avoiding these consequences will take both a change 
of tactics in Iraq and the support of the countries of 
the region themselves. Resolving the Arab-Israeli 
conflict must be a cen-
tral focus, both to help 
silence spoilers and 
also to encourage re-
gional American allies 
to assist in stabilizing 
Iraq. Scowcroft urges 
the president to take the lead on bringing regional 
leaders together, and also suggests measures to move 
Syria and Iran on the road to serious negotiations. 

Within Iraq, Scowcroft maintains that withdraw-
ing combat forces should only come as a result of 
strategy change and success. In the immediate fu-
ture, the best action is troop redeployment and in-
crease only with specific aims. The situation in 
Iraq calls for a change of tactics, but it is not some-
thing from which America can just walk away.

FULL ARTICLE

Getting the Middle East Back on our side

BY BRENT SCOWCROFT

“We, the British, have been 
here before,” writes AP Panel-
ist Niall Ferguson in the Sunday 
Telegraph on January 14, 2007. 
Despite victory over an Iraqi 
insurgency two years earlier, 
Churchill feared staying in a vol-
atile area for an indefinite period. 
Many Senators in the Democrat-controlled Congress, 
and indeed the majority of Americans have that same 
feeling about Iraq today.

So perhaps invading Iraq was not the “most realistic 
way to protect the American people,” as President Bush 
asserted. Regardless, Ferguson notes, we have to face 
up to the fact that cutting back the US military pres-

ence now will bring 
the collapse of the Iraqi 
government and tear the 
country apart. The aim 
of Mr. Bushʼs new plan 
is to stabilize Baghdad, 
and to hand over respon-

sibility for law and order to the Iraqi Security forces. 
Like the British in 1920, he also faces the challenge of 
building up a decrepit Iraqi government. While Fergu-
son applauds the goal of the US Presidentʼs latest strat-
egy, he has found it riddled with fatal flaws.

Though many might choke at the suggestion, Fergu-
son sees only one credible alternative: for US forces to 
hand over responsibility for Iraqʼs security not to the 
Iraqis themselves, but to a new force provided by the 
United Nations.

FULL ARTICLE

If Bush can’t control Iraq, the UN 
must do it

BY NIALL FERGUSON
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“The situation in Iraq calls 
for a change of tactics, but it 
is not something from which 
America can just walk away.”
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The Middle East

More NATO, more

BY KARL INDERFURTH
& BRUCE RIEDEL

When President Jacques Chirac said this week that the 
world might have to learn live with a nuclear Iran, he 
sparked debate over whether containment was really 
the worst of all options, even next to war. Though 
many in the international community are accepting 
that they cannot stop Iran from developing a nuclear 
bomb, even if it had a bomb, many experts argue that 
Iran would never use it because of the swift retalia-
tion it would face. Elaine Sciolino comments on Chi-
racʼs remarks in the International Herald Tribune on 

February 2, 2007.

The Bush administra-
tion is aggressively 
seeking to prevent Iran 
from developing a nu-
clear bomb. Europeans, 
however, see the Amer-
ican-led war in Iraq as a 
failure and believe that 

a conflict in Iran could be even more destabilizing. 
Even some in the administration are acknowledging 
that Iran will eventually have the technology to build 
a bomb.

Chirac instead encourages dialogue with and inclu-
sion of Iran. Iran views itself as a superpower and 
persists that its uranium serves peaceful energy pur-
poses. A bomb would make it the dominant power in 
the region.

FULL ARTICLE

News Analysis: Chirac says what 
many have been thinking
BY ELAINE SCIOLINO 

With the violence in Afghanistan four times more in-
tense than it was a year ago, NATOʼs Defense Minis-
ters met in Seville during the first week of February 
2007. Karl F. Inderfurth and Bruce Riedel write that 
the Ministers should talk about a change of tactics 
in the International Herald Tribune on February 5, 
2007.

Inderfurth and Riedel say that NATO simply must be 
prepared to provide more troops, drawing not only 
the United States, but 
also NATOʼs other 25 
members. They feel that 
there are steps to take 
beyond increasing troop 
numbers, including 
combating the flourish-
ing illegal drug trade in 
Afghanistan and stabi-
lizing its borders to cut 
off insurgent safe havens. The authors also point out 
that there are many potential partners to tap in this ef-
fort, such as India. Lastly, Inderfurth and Riedel push 
for reforms to keep the support of the Afghan people 
themselves.

FULL ARTICLE
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“In Afghanistan, there are 
steps to take beyond increas-
ing troop numbers, including 
combating the illegal drug 
trade with the country and 
stabilizing its borders.”

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, 2007

Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic (Left) and José 
Manuel Barroso, President of the EC (Right)
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Europe has become a power 
to rival the U.S. in trade. Now, 
the E.U. is “also becoming a 
power through trade,” throw-
ing its economic weight around 
and using its massive market 
to influence its trading partners 
politically, write Kalypso Nico-
laidis and AP panelist Sophie Meunier in the Journal 
of European Public Policy in September 2006. Indeed, 
Europe is now exporting not only goods and servic-
es but also its own standards and norms. If it can be 
called a “superpower,” this makes Europe the first of 
its type. Many in the E.U. see it becoming an interna-
tional actor through the back door, drawing from its 
serious economic power rather than its military power.

But this leaves many questions open. If the E.U. is a “trade 
power,” it is a conflicted one, made up of many govern-
ments with different views on how to wield this power 
through trade. How do the structural foundations of the 
worldʼs largest strongest trading bloc affect its actual 
global power? Meunier and Nicolaidis question how far 
this power in trade can really be leveraged into power in 
another arena, such as foreign affairs. They also exam-
ine what limitations come with such trade-based power, 
as well as what steps the E.U. must take in order to turn 
its structural power into effective, legitimate influence.
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Market and Economy

As Germany ascends to the 
Presidency of both the Eu-
ropean Union and the G8, 
Angela Merkel is pushing 
to reinvigorate transatlan-
tic ties, liberalize trade and 
make Europe more competi-
tive. In the Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung on November 30, 2006, AP Panelist 
Daniel Hamilton argues that the answer is not an-
other trade deal but an Open Transatlantic Market.

Though trade gets a lot of press, Hamilton writes 
that it is actually changes in domestic regulations, 
or “behind the border” non-tariff barriers that will 
free up the flow of capital and mean greater eco-
nomic benefits for both sides of the Atlantic. These 
benefits would be substantial and widespread; 
changes ranging from integrating securities markets 
to aligning U.S. and E.U. automotive regulations 
will create jobs, boost investment on both sides, 
and markedly increase consumer welfare. This is 
not to mention the potential innovation in science, 
information and communications technology that 
could be unlocked by freer transatlantic markets.

Hamilton considers that there is a place for transat-
lantic market integration in the current multilateral 
system. He feels that the U.S. and E.U. should test 
market-opening policies in areas not yet covered 
by multilateral agreements. Rather than falling into 
the trap of protectionism and rivalry, Europeans and 
Americans should prepare to absorb the shocks of 
global economic change. If Chancellor Merkel is 
prepared to tackle the real trade barriers, Hamilton 
believes that she must be supported in Washington.
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Opening Transatlantic markets

BY DANIEL HAMILTON

The EU as a Conflicted Trade Power

BY SOPHIE MEUNIER
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Domestic Politics and Foreign Affairs

Fraternité?

BY ULF GARTZKE

While Gordon Brown picks 
out his curtains for Number 10 
Downing, Atlantic Partnership 
Vice Chairman Jamie Rubin pre-
dicts what this could mean for 
U.K. foreign policy and the “spe-
cial relationship” Britain and the 
U.S. have in the Summer 2006 
issue of European Affairs.

Looking at common global interests, sharing of infor-
mation and training, or simply cultural similarities, Ru-
bin reminds us that no other countries work more as a 

team than the U.K. and 
U.S. While a change in 
the personal relationship 
of the Prime Minister and 
President may affect this 
teamwork, this “special re-
lationship” reaches beyond 
personalities into perma-
nent bureaucracy.

Having reminded his readers of this unique UK-US 
relationship, Rubin tells us to expect certain changes 
with Brown in charge. Driven by economics, Brown 
has distinct views on the aid to developing countries 
and the E.U. Also, although the British and Americans 
will still work side by side, Brown will not continue 
what Rubin calls the “tag-team public diplomacy” of 
Blair and Bush. If there is another crisis in the next two 
years, Brown is likely to acknowledge that as close as 
Britain and the U.S. are, there are still areas of signifi-
cant disagreement.
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“What kind of foreign policy under 
‘Prime Minister Gordon Brown?’”

BY JAMIE RUBINDespite being a year apart, 
both France (April 2007) and 
the United States (November 
2008) are in the middle of their 
presidential election seasons. 
Ségolène Royal was over-
whelmingly named candidate 
for the French Socialist Party 
and Senator Hillary Clinton is eying the U.S. Demo-
cratic nomination. Hence, “in the respective night-
mare scenarios for American and French conserva-
tives, France and the United States could both have 
female, left-of-center presidents in power” writes Ulf 
Gartzke for die Welt on November 30, 2006.

If the Bush administration 
would rather see French 
conservative Nicolas Sar-
kozy in power, Gartzke 
recommends building 
better transatlantic rela-
tions and avoiding doing 
anything inflammatory 
before the French presidential elections. Though 
the two countries still often fail to agree on foreign 
policy, there are quiet and encouraging signs of im-
provement. Nonetheless, Sarkozy has come under 
fire from Socialist politicians for his pro-American 
rhetoric, a clear sign that transatlantic relations have 
wide-reaching effects, even into domestic electoral 
politics.
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“Although the British and 
Americans will still work side 
by side, Brown will not con-
tinue the ‘tag-team diplomacy’ 
of Blair and Bush.”
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